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Subject:  "Teamwork  in  the  Family."  Information  from  the  Farm  Security  Administra- 
tion, U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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For  today's  Homemakers'  Chat,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  "Teamwork  in 
the  Family."    Or  as  you  might  say:  "Mothers  and  Children,  Incorporated,"  "because 
Farm  Security  says  it's  the  women  in  its  borrower  families  who  are  responsible  for 
most  of  the  teamwork.    When  the  menfolk  are  in  the  field  or  tending  their  livestocl 
it's  the  mothers  who  round  up  the  youngsters  and  get  them  to  do  their  share  of  the 
home  work. 

One  FSA  family  with  -very  little  money  recently  rented  a  small,  neglected- 

looking  farm.    When  they  first  saw  it,  the  little  old  four-room  house  was  almost 

hidden  by  grass  and  weeds,  the  yard  fence  was  falling  to  pieces,  and  the  (gate  was 

dangling  on  its  hinges. 

But  one  morning  after  Father  ha.d  gone  to  the  field,  Mother  called  a  family 

council.     She  conducted  it  right  in  the  front  yard  beside  a  trash  pile  so  everyone 
could  see  the  situation  as  well  as  hear  about  it.  When  one  of  the  boys  complained 
that  it  "'Locks  like  we've  about  come  to  the  end  of  our  rope,  Mom,"  Mom  only  re- 
plied "That's  the  time  to  tie  a  knot  in  the  end  of  the  rope  and  hold  on  tighter 
than  ever." 

Right  away  one  of  the  girls  offered  to  rake  the  yard;  Mother  said  the  rakin 
would  have  to  wait  until  Father  had  mowed  the  grass  and  weeds  with  the  mowing  mach 
But  they  immediately  started  picking  up  trash,  throwing  away  loose  recks,  and  tidy- 
ing up  the  place.  While  Mother  and  the  girls  worked  in  the  house,  the  two  older  b 
worked  on  the  fence.  They  gathered  up  strips  of  wood  they  found  lying  around, 
sharpened  the  ends  with  a  hatchet,  and  replaced  the  missing  pickets.     For  a  gate 
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tfcev  had  »n  unus'ial  ides      Thev  used  the  head  of  an.  old  iron  "bedstead  they  found 
in  the  junk  pile.     It  wasn't  much  of  a  gate,  hat  at  least  it  v/Quld  keep  the  cattli 
and  sheep  out  until  they  could  get  a  better  one.    They  fastened  it  to  the  gatepost 
with  nails  and  strips  of  leather  for  hinges.     It  would  even  swing,  hut  when  Mother 
saw  it,   she  said  she'd  spank  anybody  she  caught  swinging  on  it  J 

Last  of  ail  the  boys  whitewashed  the  fence  -  and  the  new  gate  -  and  the 
girls  made  little  flower  beds  to  plant  petunias.    With  every  one  sharing  the  work 
of  the  home,  it  was  no  wonder  the  children  always  talked  about  "GUH"  far  a  J 

Another  low-income  woman,  and  good  home  manager, has  teamwork  in  her  family 
too.     She  has  seven  children,  and  ail  of  her  girls  are  boys!    But  this  doesn't  faze 
her  a  bit.     She  knows  one  person  can't  cook  and  keep  house  for  nine  people,   so  she 
drafts  those  boys.     They  take  turns  doing  different  jobs  and  like  it.    You  ought  to 
see  a  couple  do  a  magician's  act  and  make  a  stack  of  after-dinner  dishes  -  includ- 
ing the  "cook  pans"  -  disappear,  or  sweep  and  dust  the  house,  or  fix  their  own 
school  lunches.    The  older  boys  even  bake  bread  and  can  vegetables.     Being  a  woman. 
I  can't  help  thinking  they'll  certainly  make  good  husbands  some  day  -  not  so  they] 
can  keep  house,  but  so  they'll  know  how  much  of  a  job  housekeeping  is  for  their 
wives. 

"well,  a  Vermont  woman  of  limited  income  is  one  of  the  many  women  over  the 
country  who  teach  their  daughters,  at  an  early  age,  to  sew  and  help  with  the  mend- 
ing.   This  woman  started  each  child  making  cld-f ashi'cned  footstools  from  tin  cans. 
She  shows  them  how  to  take  a  few  old  cans,  about  pint  size,  tie  them  firmly  togeth 
and  make  a  pad  for  the  top.    Then  they  use  heavy  cloth  like  denim,  or  overall  sera 
to  cover  them.     If  they  cm  find  any  printed  material,  or  -piece  of  an  old  figured! 
dress,  in  the  rag  bag  they  use  that  for  an  outer  covering.    The  1-st  step  is  sew- 
ing on  a  couple  of  little  cloth  tabs  for  handles.  V 

An  FSA  borrower's  wife  in  southern  California  says  sometimes  children  get  | 
ideas  of  their  own,  like  the  time  she  had  eight  baby  pigs  to  take  care  of.  The 
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pigs  were  only  a  day  old  when  their  mother  died  and  left  them  orphans.    The  woman's 
husband  couldn't  take  care  of  them  "because  he  was  hired  out  on  another  farm  and 
wasn't  even  at  home  that  week.     So  it  was  up  to  her  and  Billy,  Jr.  to  save  the  pigs 
They  started  out  feeding  them  one  at  a  time  on  a  "bottle,  "but  that  was  too  slow. 
Besides,  the  little  ra,scals  scrambled  around  so  much  and  kept  nudging  each  other 
away  for  their  turn,  that  it  was  hard  to  tell  in  the  end  who  had  eaten  and  who 
hadn't. 

Billy's  idea  was  to  take  an  old  automobile  tire  and  make  eight  holes  in  it, 
spaced  evenly  apart  around  the  tire.    Then  he  filled  eight  improvised  feeding  bot- 
tles and  pushed  the  bottle  necks  through  the  holes  from  the  inside  out.    The  pigs 
knew  what  to  do  after  that.     In  fact,  when  Billy  got  tired  of  washing  milk  bottles. 

he  had  a  hard  time  making  the  pigs  drink  out  of  a  trough. 

In  another  family,   some  children  got  tired  of  chasing  rabbits  out  of  the 
garden.     They  solved  their  problem  by  driving  stakes  in  the  ground  "between  the  dif- 
ferent rows  of  vegetables,  and  putting  paper  sacks  over  them.     When  the  wind  blew 
even  a  little  the  sacks  rustled  and  the  rabbits  scrammed.     Other  people,  of  course 
have  kept  rabbits  out  of  their  gardens  by  lining  the  lower  part  of  the  fence  with 

old  gunny  sacks,  or  scraps  of  tin  or  sheet  metal. 

Mothers  often  report  that  their  children  not  only  share  in  the  work  of  the 

home,  but  contribute  in  interesting  little  ways  to  the  family  income.  Several 
children,  for  example,  raise  garden  specialties  like  popcorn  or,  in  some  sections, 
peanuts.    One  little  chap  catches  minnows  in  a  creek  and  sell  them  to  fishermen  a\ 
a  nearby  resort.    Still  another  raises  decoy  ducks  for  hunters  who  come  during  th( 
hunting  season. 

So  PSA  "borrower's  wives  say  low-income  farm  women  can't  do  all  the  work  and 
they  might  as  well  let  the  children  help.    It's  good  training  for  the  children  anc 
it  teaches  them  to  share  home  responsibility. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  methods  described  today  will  suggest  new  ways  for  you 
to  promote  teamwork  in  your  family. 


